
ECONOMICS 4221 
  Political and Public Choice Economics 

Spring 2014 
 

Instruct or:  Billy Mertens 
Office:  ECON 12 
E-mail:  mertens@colorado.edu 
Web:  https://learn.colorado.edu/ 
Office Hours: Tues. 10:50-12:15, 3:20-5:05; Thurs. 10:50-12:15; Fridays by appointment.
  
   
Course Overview: 
Political and public choice economics can be defined as the analysis of decision-making in non-
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Class Format: 
This class will be slightly different from many of your usual classes.  Some terms for our class format 



 
Assessment systems: 

1. Cumulative Exams: shown to improve learning more than virtually every other technique.  As 
noted above, exams are a part of the learning process, not just a part of assessment �± we 



Article Presentations:  
For much of the course, I will lecture an



Grading System I:  
Syllabus Quiz     1% 
Article Quizzes (& Participation) 10% 
Article Presentation   15% 
In-class Group Assignments   4% 
Exam 1     17% 
Exam 2     17% 
Exam 3     17% 
Final exam    20% 
 
Grading System II : 
Syllabus Quiz     1%  
Article Quizzes (& Participation) 10% 
Article Presentation   15% 
Exam 1     18% 
Exam 2     18% 
Exam 3     18% 
Final exam    21% 
You must notify me in advance of the first group in-class assignment if you wish to be 
graded by system II. 
 
I adhere strictly to the University gui�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V���R�Q���,�Q�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�V�����³�$�Q���, is given only when students, 
beyond their control, have been unable to complete course requirements.  A substantial amount of 
work must have been satisfactorily completed �E�H�I�R�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���I�R�U���V�X�F�K���D���J�U�D�G�H���L�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���´���������%�D�G��
grades, unsatisfactory performance, too many credit hours, work conflicts, etc. are not reasons for an 
incomplete. 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
Your score  Grade 
92% to 100%  A 
90% to 91%  A- 
88% to 89%  B+ 
82% to 87%  B 
80% to 81%  B- 
78% to 79%  C+ 
72% to 77%  C 
70% to 71%  C- 
68% to 69%  D+ 
62% to 67%  D 
60% to 61%  D- 
Below 59.5%  F 
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