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A Note About Your Grade on Canvas

The course website has been set up so that Canvas will accurately calculate your current grade in the
class based on the assignments and exams you have submitted so far. This means that the
assignments have been weighted on Canvas as they are indicated on the syllabus above. Although
Canvas generally should accurately reflect your grade, you should take this grade as an estimate and
not your official grade. For instance, if you did not complete an assignment but have not yet been
DWLIQHG D~ pn RQ &DQYDV When Canvas is not yet counting that against your grade in the class.
Furthermore, as much as we try to avoid it, there are instances where programing and calculation
errors occur on Canvas. Your final grade i
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If you choose not to attend any in person lectures, you must still attend your recitation section in
person unless you have enrolled in a remote recitation section.

What to Do if You Miss Class: Recorded Lectures and Slides are Online
All the lectures will be recorded and posted on our Canvas course website shortly after the in-person

lecture ends. The
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Accommodations which require remote exam administration: If you have pre-approved
accommodations which require you to take the exam remotely, you must follow the same guidelines
specified above regarding notes. As part of the exam, you will sign a statement confirming that you
are not using unapproved notes or sources and you are not working with others. If your
accommodation permits handwritten responses, you should handwrite your response and have
printed notes to use. In this case, you will upload a picture of your handwritten responses and a
picture of the notes you used with your Canvas multiple choice questions. If you have an
accommodation to use a laptop or other device for essays, you will have the option to type your
response and use electronic notes.

Cheating on exames:
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Paper Discussion (5%)
You will discuss your presentations in your recitation sections. Your TA will let you know the details
of how the discussion will be run in your recitation section.

2 Short Papers (worth 3% each)

You will write 2 short papers worth 3% each of your final grade. Each short paper should be 600-
700 words (which translates to about 2 pages double-spaced for most people). In each short paper,
you will select a dependent variable (DV) related to material we have covered in the course. This may
be a DV that we discussed or a variation of a DV we discussed or a new DV that is somehow related
to politics around the world. Using this DV, you should:

1. Briefly describe a hypothesis based on the class material.

2. Briefly describe a hypothesis generated using ChatGPT. Try to get a hypothesis that is
different from the class material hypothesis. You will be required to submit the prompt you
used for ChatGPT.

3. Briefly describe your own original hypothesis.

4. Explain which of these 3 hypotheses you find most convincing.

Simulation Participation (2% of final grade)
In your recitation section, you will be participating in a simulation about a parliamentary government.
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Make-up Exams
All 3 exams in this course will be held in person during class time unless you have pre-
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Required Books
Foundations of Comparative Politics, William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder, & Sona Nadenichek Golder,
ISBN: 978-1-5063-6073-7.

Elections in Hard Times: Building Stronger Democracies in the 21% Century, Thomas Flores and Irfan
Nooruddin, Cambridge University Press, 2016.

Getting the books: | take the cost, availability, and accessibility of books very seriously when
choosing what to assign. Both of these books are available through the Canvas course website
FDQYDV FRIRUDGR HGX ZLIK WKH ~,QFIXVLYH $FFHWu RSILRQ IKHUH LV DQ RSILRQ WR SD\ for 180 days of
DFFHW DQG \RX FDQ UHDG LIl GLUHFION IURP lIKH FRXUVH ZHEVLIH  ~,QFOXVLYH $FFHW KDV D “UHDG DIRXGH
RSILRQ LI \RX ZRX0G (INH YURP RXU &DQYDV FRXUVH ZHEVLIH FOLFN RQ HIKH ~ &RXUVH ODIHULDIVH IDE RQ
the left side of the website for more information.

You should also be aware that the new CU Book Access course materials program makes its
debut this semester. This subscription service provides degree-seeking undergraduate students access
to all of their required course materials before the first day of class for a one-time flat-rate price. The
cost for the 2023-24 academic year will be $279 (plus tax) per semester, fall and spring. Students may
opt out of the program and have until the deadline for dropping a course without financial penalty to
do so. This semester, that deadline is Wednesday, September 13.

Materials in this program are provided in a digital first format on or before the first day of class via
&DQYDV &8 %RXIGHU-V RQILQH (HDUQLQJ platform. Should a particular class require print materials,
students will receive an email letting them know they have a pickup at the CU Book Store. The CU
Book Access web site explains more about how the program works and answers frequently asked
questions.

University & Course Policies

Note: In the event of a discrepancy between this syllabus and the syllabus for a recitation, this
“PDVIIHU VAODEXVi IRU WKH FODVV D0ZD\V HDNHV SUHFHGHQFH

Classroom Behavior

Students and faculty are responsible for maintaining an appropriate learning environment in all
instructional settings, whether in person, remote, or online. Failure to adhere to such behavioral
standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important
with respect to individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age,
disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, veteran status,
political affiliation, or political philosophy.

For more information, see the classroom behavior policy, the Student Code of Conduct, and the
Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance.

Class Behavior Online on our Canvas Class Website
All students should be aware that their behavior impacts other people, even online. We should strive
to develop a positive and supportive environment and to be courteous to each other.
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Accommodation for Disabilities, Temporary Medical Conditions, and Medical
Isolation

Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic
environment. If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, submit your accommodation
letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so your needs can be
addressed. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for further
assistance.

If you have a temporary medical condition or required medical isolation for which you require
accommodation, please let Professor Sokhey and your TA know as soon as possible so that we can
make appropriate arrangements. Also see Temporary Medical Conditions on the Disability Services
website.

Honor Code

All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and
adhering to the Honor Code. Violations of the Honor Code may include but are not limited to:
plagiarism (including use of paper writing services or technology [such as essay bots]), cheating,
fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized access to academic materials, clicker fraud, submitting
the same or similar work in more than one course without permission from all course instructors
involved, and aiding academic dishonesty.

All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to Student Conduct & Conflict Resolution:
honor@colorado.edu, 303-492-5550. Students found responsible for violating the Honor Code will
be assigned resolution outcomes from the Student Conduct & Conflict Resolution as well as be
subject to academic sanctions from the faculty member. Visit Honor Code for more information on
the academic integrity policy.

Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation
CU Boulder is committed to fostering an inclusive and welcoming learning, working, and living
environment. University policy prohibits protected-class discrimination and harassment, sexual
misconduct (harassment, exploitation, and assault), intimate partner violence (dating or domestic
violence), stalking, and related retaliation by or against members of our community on- and off-
campus. These behaviors harm individuals and our community. The Office of Institutional Equity
and Compliance (OIEC) addresses these concerns, and individuals who believe they have been
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https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/NIT_2023_Digital.pdf
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2023/04/04/ukraine-s-total-democratic-resilience-in-shadow-of-russia-s-war-pub-89440
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2023/04/04/ukraine-s-total-democratic-resilience-in-shadow-of-russia-s-war-pub-89440
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/c
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/15/global-democracy-supporters-must-confront-systemic-racism-pub-82298
http://afropean.com/

Wednesday, September 6
Required reading:
1. Foundations of Comparative Politics, Chapter 1: Introduction, pp. 1-12
2. Foundations of Comparative Politics, Chapter 2 (What is Science?), pp. 13-19
3. Current affairs articles posted on our Canvas course website: You will discuss these in your
recitation sections. Typically, the current affairs articles will be posted on our Canvas course
website on the Friday before the week in which you will discuss these articles. The specific
articles will not be listed on the syllabus as they are selected closer to the date you will read
them.

Extra credit reading for a reaction paper: Samuel Huntington. 1991. The Third Wave of Democratization:
Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century +DUYDUG 8QLYHUVLIN 3UHW )UDQFLY ) XNX\DPD “TKH
(QG RI +VIRU\"W The National Interest (Summer): 3-18.

| Week 3: Elections in Hard Times & the Decline of Democracy

Monday, September 11
Required reading:
1. Elections in Hard Times (Flores and Nooruddin 2016), Preface, pages xv-xvii, and Chapter 1
(Introduction), pp.1-23
2. Just a few pages in Foundations of Comparative Politics:
a. Defining Democracy, Chapter 5, pp.71-74
b. Read Box8 “7KH7DHRI 7ZR /HRSRIGV u SDJHV ~ -192
3. Current affairs articles posted on Canvas

Wednesday, September 13
Required reading:
1. Elections in Hard Times, Chapter 3 (The Third Wave(s) and the Electoral Boom), pages 57-65,
and pages 75-77 (the ckDSIHU-V FRQFIXGLQJ GLYFXWLRQ

\ Week 4: Economic Origins of Democracy

Monday, September 18

Required reading:
1. Foundations of Comparative Politics, Chapter 5, pp. 71-86
2. Current affairs articles

Wednesday, September 20
Required reading:
1. Foundations of Comparative Politics, Chapter 5, pp. 87-95
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~Week 5: Cultural Origins of Democracy
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Week 8: The Third Wave of Democracy & Cont
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Extra credit reading for a reaction paper: Sona Golder, Laura B. Stephenson, Karine Van der Straten,
Andre Blais, Damien Bol, Philipp Harfst, and Jean-
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http://www.afropean.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYQ6gwASIxY
https://www.cfr.org/article/changing-landscape-global-lgbtq-rights
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/06/25/global-divide-on-homosexuality-persists/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/06/25/global-divide-on-homosexuality-persists/

f -HUO\ _ROPDQ “6DPH-sex Partnership and Marriage: The Success and Costs of
7UDQVQDILRQDY BFILYLVP  ,Q The Ashgate Research Companion to Lesbian and Gay Activism, eds.
David Paternotte and Manon Tremblay, New York, NY: Routledge, 2016.

 1<8 &HQIHU IRV BIIXGHQI ZLIH ~4XHHU DQG 7UDQV ,GHQILILHV YURP 3DQGHPLF IR 6\VIHPLF
SDFLVP p -X0\ DYDLODEMH DI https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyXCHLP62e8)

| Week 13: Fall Break (November 20-24) — No Class

Week 14: Ukraine Today—Democracy in Wartime
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyXCHLP62e8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=liooTXAF5Xo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBgOQNZeKjQ
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29aNkMeQmgY&list=PLnYhtecpqY0i_mFeO2kTV3_SQGfyJWofL&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPYL9SDYBTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVu8QbxafJE

Extra Credit reading for a reaction paper: 1) 20J0 20XFK ~7KH ODLGDQ DQG %H\RQG = KR = HUH IKH
SURIHVIRW" Journal of Democracy, Vol. 25, No. 3 (July), 2014, 2) Serhiy Kudelia ~7KH ODLGDQ DQG

%H\RQG 7KH +RXVH IKDIl <DQXNRY\FK %XL0Wl it Journal of Democracy, Vol. 25, No. 3, 2014, and 3) Olga

=HILQVND ~ = KR = HUH liIKH 3URIHWIRU DQG = KDIl =LG 7KH\ = DQW" &RQIHQILRXV SRILILFV R1 0RFDI

Maidans across Ukraine, 2013- 1 DemokratizatsiyaTF@2 Tf1 0 0 1 1B.828 'm0 GJo§rn)@BoBDemigtacy, )TJracy,
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